Uncovering a Masterpiece

Above the Great Miami in Butler County, Ohio, when orfoe ttiver ran a
different course a strangeand beautiful titan effigy lay preserved for
millennia This masterwork would have survived to this dad mot the
anxious hand®f treasure seekerbeen inspired to its ruilNow nearly
forgotten to history, and being one of ten orrearthworks in the ancient
district, the recorded likeness of what appears toaeeremonial boar
revealsa secret of antiquity few in the mtace of archaeology would
suspect [surveys by Jas McBride, 183@s found in Ancient Monuments of the
Mississippi Valley, Smithsonian, 1848]

The implications of this prehistoriwork would
give cause to rethinlold notions of the pre
Woodland erai.e. bebre the appearance of either
the Adena or Hopewell peopléts declivities
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are sculpted on a scale greater thawount
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the high margins of the slopes Other spiit- %ﬁ%
animal forms, including the Opossum, ttfe
Serpent, and a few others as yet unrecognized as
effigies (such as Fort Hill near Serpent Moynd
reflect a similar competency combining art and
scienceContrary toestablished doctrinend even
certain methodsof carbon dating they are ;
appearing more and more to have tiagir nativitiesdeepin the Archaic Perlod WhICh ended
3,000 years ago.

In concurrencavith folklore, there was golden periochow lostwhereinthe people lived longer,
were taller, and enyed a sublime conggon with the CreatorIn those daysjnaginationwas
inspired by the heavepanda covenanwith Naturewhisperecdher secreto theold magicians on
thecurrents of water, moon, asthrs

Yet Americanindian traditionrelates thaas thisenlightenedgeriod declined, creatures we know
less of todg beganto dominate the lanado longer respecting the rules of m8ome were
averred to possess human wits, and grew larger wittSadjsh language oral transmissi@tates
thatasthis daker period arrivedthe people were afraid to go out at nightey huilt hilltop
fortificationsto protect themselvdsom their powerful brethren with whom they onloesd in
harmonyand were intimate to their system of natural magic.
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