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Uncovering a Masterpiece  
 

Above the Great Miami in Butler County, Ohio, when once the river ran a 
different course, a strange and beautiful titan effigy lay preserved for 
millennia. This masterwork would have survived to this day had not the 
anxious hands of treasure seekers been inspired to its ruin. Now nearly 
forgotten to history, and being one of ten or more earthworks in the ancient 
district,  the recorded likeness of what appears to be a ceremonial boar 
reveals a secret of antiquity few in the practice of archaeology would 
suspect. [surveys by Jas McBride, 1836, as found in Ancient Monuments of the 

Mississippi Valley, Smithsonian, 1848] 

The implications of this prehistoric work would 
give cause to rethink old notions of the pre-
Woodland era, i.e. before the appearance of either 
the Adena or Hopewell people. Its declivities, 
�Z�K�L�F�K�� �6�T�X�L�U�H�� �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V�� �D�V�� �³�D�O�P�R�V�W�� �L�Q�D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���´��
are sculpted on a scale greater than Mount 
Rushmore �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�W�K�Z�R�U�N�¶�V�� �Z�D�O�O�V�� �G�H�W�D�L�O�L�Q�J��
the high margins of the slopes.  Other spirit-
animal forms, including the Opossum, the 
Serpent, and a few others as yet unrecognized as 
effigies (such as Fort Hill near Serpent Mound), 
reflect a similar competency combining art and 
science. Contrary to established doctrine and even 
certain methods of carbon dating, they are 
appearing more and more to have had their nativities deep in the Archaic Period which ended 
3,000 years ago.  

In concurrence with folklore, there was a golden period now lost wherein the people lived longer, 
were taller, and enjoyed a sublime connection with the Creator.  In those days, imagination was 
inspired by the heavens, and a covenant with Nature whispered her secrets to the old magicians on 
the currents of water, moon, and stars.  

Yet American Indian tradition relates that as this enlightened period declined, creatures we know 
less of today began to dominate the land, no longer respecting the rules of men. Some were 
averred to possess human wits, and grew larger with age. Salish language oral transmission relates 
that as this darker period arrived, the people were afraid to go out at night. They built hilltop 
fortifications to protect themselves from their powerful brethren with whom they once lived in 
harmony and were intimate to their system of natural magic. 


